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2. Power of the text: two most influential Russian and English language Bibles

%%  Grigoriy Kazakov (Moscow State University, RUSSIA)

Although separated by a lag of over 350 years, the Authorized Version of the
English Bible (1611) and the Synodal Russian translation (1876) had similar social and
linguistic influences in the two countries.

The King James Bible was preceded by several translation attempts made in the
16tk century and was encouraged by the Crown while Russia did not have a Russian text
of the Christian Holy Scripture until late 1800s and the translation process was carried
out with significant impediments from both the government and Church authorities.

The reasons for that lay in different religious and linguistic situations which
England and Russia experienced before their vernacular versions of the Bible saw the
light. Latin, which preceded English as the language of the Scriptures, and Slavonic,
which was (and still is) the language of the Russian Orthodox Church, were seen
differently in relation to people’s living tongues. The peculiarity of the situation in Russia
in the early 19th century was such that Russian Emperor Alexander I read the Gospel in
French.

However influential, the Authorized Version and the Synodal text satisfied only one
of the two main criteria of Bible translation, and a need for new ones emerged. As a result,
dozens of new translations into English have been performed over the last 400 years
whereas the only alternative full Russian version was published in 2011, arousing heated
debate. The explanation of this discrepancy also lies in historical and social factors.

This presentation is part of a wider research focusing on the role of sacred words
and writings in languages and national cultures.
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